
Parents’ Newsletter
October 12, 2010

       DSN 354-6518/6734 or Civilian 09721-81893

http://www.schw-es.eu.dodea.edu
[image: image1.png]




[image: image4.wmf]A Call for Membership:

School Advisory Committee (SAC)

The SAC is a team of parents, teachers and command-level folks who review and advise the Principal in the general operation of the school.  They look at curriculum, discipline, and areas not related to personnel actions.  
Please VOLUNTEER to be on SAC this year.  If you are interested, please call the office or give your name to your child’s classroom teacher.  If there are more than four volunteers, we will hold an election.  If fewer, then all volunteers be on the committee.  The committee meets a minimum of four times per year.
LOOKIN’ GOOD !!!
UNDER CONSTRUCTION--DoDEA Facilities Renovation and Construction Initiative

[image: image5.png]


DoDEA began School Year 2010-2011 with a major facilities renovation and construction initiative that will eventually result in the modernization of 134 schools worldwide.  The initiative is scheduled to span the next several fiscal years through Fiscal Year 2016
This summer, Schweinfurt Elementary School received a facelift with fresh coats of paint inside and out, plus new rubber flooring.  The school looks great and we rejoiced when the dust finally settled on this enormous project.
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	MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

	DATE
	EVENT

	12-14 Oct.
	PTA Individual Photos 08:15-1300

	13-14 Oct.
	PTA Family Photos
1300-1600

	13 Oct.
	PTA Membership Meeting 1730, MPR

	21 Oct.
	NO SCHOOL for Students;
Faculty Training Day

	25-29 Oct.
	Red Ribbon Week:  Drug and Alcohol Prevention

	31 Oct.
	European Daylight Savings Ends.  “Fall backwards”

	1 Nov.
	Lithuanian Music Concert, grades 3-5, 0820 and 0910

	4 Nov.
	End of First Quarter

	5 Nov.
	NO SCHOOL for Students
Teacher Workday

	Nov 9-10
	NO SCHOOL for Students:  Parent/Teacher Conf.

	9 Nov.
	Townhall Meeting, 1800-2000, SES MPR

	10 Nov.
	PTA Membership Mtg. 1730

	11 Nov.
	NO SCHOOL—Federal Holiday

	15 Nov.
	ACDE VISIT


IMPORTANT
CALENDAR CHANGE

Twice a year, school closes so that our faculty can work on school improvement goals. Originally we advertised October 19th as our training day but that has been changed to October 21st so that we are aligned with the Middle School’s training date.

Our Continuous School Improvement (CSI) goals include the improvement of students’ reading comprehension, writing, and problem solving across the curriculum.  
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS AT SES

English as a Second Language
ESL students may be identified and referred to the school’s ESL Program by classroom teachers or by parents.  At the time of registration, parents complete a “Language Assessment” form.  The answers on this form will help the ESL specialist to determine if your child should be assessed for ESL services. 

The goal of the ESL program is to increase proficiency in both oral and written English.  The objectives are taught through the use of diverse activities which engage the student’s five senses.  Instruction is offered five days a week for thirty minutes daily. 
    --SES ESL Specialist
Gifted Education Program
DODEA schools use multiple criteria for eligibility for the Gifted Education Program. All procedures for referral, record keeping, and services are consistent throughout our school system, both stateside and overseas. Students who are eligible for services at one DODEA school are automatically eligible at all DODEA schools. 
Students who transfer into a DODEA school from a non-DODEA public or private school are referred to a Gifted Review Committee at the time of enrollment if there is evidence of prior participation in a gifted program or if transfer records indicate exceptionally high achievement or ability.  
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Parents, teachers and students may request referral at anytime during the year by completing a referral packet available from the GE teacher or the school office. The identification process identifies students whose potential or performance is so extraordinary that they require modification in their instruction. During the referral process a variety of data is gathered that includes both formal and informal assessment. “Assessment “is a broad term used for observation, rating scales, work samples, test and records of accomplishment. No test is required for referral and no single test score determines eligibility.   
                                      --SES GE Specialist

Having Fun!

   CONSTITUTION WEEK
September 13-17
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Many classes sang patriotic songs.  Here is a 2nd grade class singing “We the People” about the Preamble to the Constitution 
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Many children learned about our government and its laws, and they made hats or colored flags.  They also wrote and signed their names to a class constitution. (1st and 2nd graders)

Recorders at the flag pole playing “Yankee Doodle”   (3rd grade)
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