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The mission of Schweinfurt Elementary School is to help all students become 
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respectful, responsible citizens and life-long learners.
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Principal’s Message
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New Beginnings

“Each new day is a blank page in the diary of

your life.  The secret of success is in turning that

diary into the best story you possibly can.”

Douglas Pagels

As we end this year and start making plans for 2010, it is an opportunity to remember how important it is to work as a team for the benefit of all students at Schweinfurt Elementary School.

The article included in this newsletter, titled “10 Truths about Parent Involvement” captures nicely the essential role that parents play in their children’s education.  Please know that the staff appreciates and encourages your ongoing involvement.  With your assistance, we can work collaboratively to ensure that your children’s educational experiences are the “best stories” possible for them.
On behalf of the SES staff, I would like to wish you and your family a very Happy Holiday Season and all the best in the New Year.

	MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

	DATE
	EVENT

	19 DEC 
	Winter Recess Begins – No School

	04 JAN
	School Resumes

	08 JAN
	Principals’ Coffee 0815

	12 JAN
	Spelling Bee

	18 JAN
	Federal Holiday – No School

	28 JAN
	Wilbur Awards 1315

	29 JAN
	No School – Teacher Work Day


Visiting the School

Parents are always welcome at Schweinfurt ES.  We realize that you are a very important part of your child’s education.  In order to ensure that the school is safe and to minimize disruptions to the learning environment, we ask that you abide by the following procedures:

· Always sign in at the front office.  

· If you want to speak with your child’s teacher, please make an appointment.  We ask that you do not try to speak with the teacher during class time.
If you are picking your child or children up from school:

· Arrive before 2:10 (2:00 for kindergarteners).

· Know the name of your child’s teacher.

Accelerated Withdrawal/PCS

[image: image6.wmf]Students must be present for 20 days in order to receive full credit for the quarter.  Students who withdraw prior to the 20-day requirement will receive a “withdrawal” grade rather than a 
final grade.  The accelerated withdrawal dates for SY 09/10 are as follows: 

· December 17, 2009 

· May 20, 2010 

Students must be present all day on the withdrawal date.
If you are planning on a Permanent Change of Station (PCS), please stop by the front office and pick up a withdrawal form. We need five working days to prepare student records.

Absence Notification

Please remember to notify the front office when you know your child is going to be absent. The front office can be reached at the following numbers: 

· 09721-96-6518

· 09721-96- 6734

· 09721-81893
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EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Please remember to update your emergency contact information with the school. Having current regular and emergency contact numbers on file benefits everyone if your child becomes ill or if there is an early closure due to weather.  
PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION
10 Truths About Parent Involvement

Research shows that regardless of income or 

background when parents are involved,

students are more likely to earn higher grades, enroll in higher-level programs, attend school regularly, have better social skills, graduate, and 
go on to postsecondary education.  Here are 
some truths about parent involvement that you 
can use to gauge your involvement level and the relationship you have with your child’s school.  
After reviewing these truths, check out PTA’s resources for parent involvement for ways to get more involved:
1.  All parents have hopes and goals for their 

     children.

2.  Parents differ in their abilities and/or
     resources to help their children reach those 
     goals.

3.  The parent is the central contributor to a 
      child’s education.

4.  Parent involvement must be seen as a 
     legitimate element of education and 
     deserves equal emphasis with elements 
     such as school improvement and evaluation.

5.  Parent involvement is an ongoing process, 
     not a series of events.

6.  Parent involvement requires a shared vision, 
     policy and framework for planning programs
     and practices that are connected to student 
     learning.

7.  Many barriers to parent involvement are 
     found within school practices, attitudes, and 

      assumptions.

8.   Successful parent involvement programs help 

      families guide their children’s learning 
      from preschool through high school.

9.   Families from diverse backgrounds have
      their own sets of norms and experiences that 
      often influence their relationship with 
      schools.

10. Parents are more likely to become involved 

      when they understand that they should be 

      involved, they feel capable of making a 

      contribution, and they feel invited by the school 

      and their children.

                  Source:  The PTA Parent-December 16, 2008








































