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New Beginnings

“Each new day is a blank page in the diary of your life. The secret of success is in turning that diary into the best story you possibly can.”
Douglas Pagels
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As we end this year and start making plans for 2009, it is an opportunity to remember how important it is to work as a team for the benefit of all students at Schweinfurt Elementary School.  The article included in this newsletter titled “10 Truths About Parent Involvement” captures nicely the essential role that parents play in their children’s education.  Please know that the staff appreciates and encourages your ongoing involvement.  With your assistance, we can work collaboratively to ensure that your children’s educational experiences are the “best stories” possible for them.  

On behalf of the SES staff, I would like to wish you and your family a very Happy Holiday Season and all the best in the New Year.
	MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

	DATE
	EVENT

	22 DEC
	Winter Recess Begins – NO SCHOOL

	05 JAN
	School Resumes

	07 JAN
	PTA Executive Board Meeting 

SES - RM 37 - 1500

	09 JAN
	Principal’s Coffee – 0815 – RM 37

	13 JAN
	PTA Sponsored Spelling Bee 

	19 JAN
	Martin Luther King Federal Holiday 

No School

	22 JAN
	Wilbur Awards - 1330

	23 JAN
	Teacher Work Day 

No School for Students

	30 JAN
	Parent Conferences

No School for Students


SHOWCASE 2009
 

Your child's artwork, short stories, or poems could be published in SHOWCASE 2009.  Department of Defense Dependents Schools (DoDDS) school children in Europe have the opportunity to submit their best artwork, stories, and poems for this beautiful anthology.  Children who are published in SHOWCASE will receive their own copy. Congratulations to last year’s students published in SHOWCASE 2008 - Alexus D., Heather M., Godson I., Katelyn O., and Kasey W.  Please give your children a chance to be published by encouraging them to be creative and motivating them to do their best.  All work must be turned into your child’s classroom teacher no later than Friday, January 23rd.
Winter Tips
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Certain illnesses are more common when the seasons change. Respiratory illnesses, especially the flu virus, are particularly prevalent during this time of year. That's because everyone spends more time indoors in chilly weather, exposing themselves to more germs in the air.  The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has some valuable tips on how to keep your children safe and warm. 
· Dress infants and children warmly for outdoor activities.  Several thin layers will keep them dry and warm.  Clothing for children should consist of thermal long johns, turtlenecks, one or two shirts, pants, sweater, coat, warm socks, boots, gloves or mittens, and a hat. 
· The rule of thumb for older babies and young children is to dress them in one more layer of clothing than an adult would wear in the same conditions. 

· Blankets, quilts, pillows, sheepskins, and other loose bedding may contribute to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS) and should be kept out of an infant’s sleeping environment.  Sleep clothing like one-piece sleepers is preferred.  

· In addition to the above, avoid cotton clothing because it won't keep the kids very warm.  Stick with wool or other fabrics. 

· Dress the children in long underwear, a turtleneck, a sweater, and coat. Add more layers depending on the temperature. 

· Waterproof pants and jackets are great top layers because they don't let the wetness seep into the other clothing. 
· The cold-weather ensemble wouldn't be complete without warm socks and boots to keep feet dry and a hat to top it off.
Source:  American Academy of Pediatrics
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Inclement Weather

REMINDER: For information regarding school closures or delayed start due to inclement weather please call the COC Schweinfurt at 09721-96-6690 or DSN 354-6690 or you can log on to the SES website. 
Parent Teacher Association   
10 Truths About Parent Involvement
Research shows that regardless of income or background, when parents are involved, students are more likely to earn higher grades, enroll in higher-level programs, attend school regularly, have better social skills, graduate, and go on to postsecondary education. Here are some truths about parent involvement that you can use to gauge your involvement level and the relationship you have with your child's school. After reviewing these truths, check out PTA's resources for parent involvement for ways to get more involved: 

1. All parents have hopes and goals for their children.

2. Parents differ in their abilities and/or resources to help their children reach those goals.

3. The parent is the central contributor to a child's education.

4. Parent involvement must be seen as a legitimate element of education and deserves equal emphasis with elements such as school improvement and evaluation.

5. Parent involvement is an ongoing process, not a series of events.

6. Parent involvement requires a shared vision, policy, and framework for planning programs and practices that are connected to student learning.

7. Many barriers to parent involvement are found within school practices, attitudes, and assumptions.

8. Successful parent involvement programs help families guide their children’s learning from preschool through high school.

9. Families from diverse backgrounds have their own sets of norms and experiences that often influence their relationship with schools.

10. Parents are more likely to become involved when they understand that they should be involved, they feel capable of making a contribution, and they feel invited by the school and their children.

Source: The PTA Parent-December 16, 2008
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